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Welcome to our slightly delayed December 2021 community newsletter which we 
decided to hold back until the Government announced their updated restrictions on 
December 3rd in order to keep content as up to date as is possible in these 
unprecedented times.

Naturally it is most disappointing that the momentum towards a return to normality 
that was evident in October / November has been lost in many respects and Covid yet 
again dominates our everyday conversations and our Christmas celebrations. 
Increasingly it is becoming clear that Covid is not going to disappear, that it will 
continue to adapt and that we are all going to have to somehow find ways to learn to 
adapt to its existence within our daily, weekly and annual routines and get on with 
our lives.

For Christmas 2021, we naturally encourage everyone to Shop Local in Ratoath. Great 
work continues to be done by Liz Rigby in co-ordinating the promotion of local 
businesses in Ratoath through social media and postering. The diversity of retail in 
Ratoath continues to grow, Covid restrictions if anything re-enforce the trend towards 
more local shopping but also puts an onus on our local retailers to ensure that they 
still offer good value to our community.

Our Community Heroes for 2021 must be our local Tidy Towns organisation. Despite 
all the disruptions throughout the year, they have toiled away at keeping our town 
tidy and persisting at that task in a year when the demise of the Dunboyne CE 
Scheme lost them key workers and when Covid increased local footfall and hence 
litter. They work hard to brighten up our town for Christmas and create a community 
spirit. We detail in this issue the continuing progress they are making in the Tidy 
Towns national competition and we intend to push to maximise the support they 
receive in 2022 through new CE participants and even greater overall community 
support.

May we wish you all a very Happy and Safe Christmas and New Year.
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IN LOVING MEMORY

For some time, we have been looking to find a way to acknowledge the loss of those in our community who have died. We 
hope this photo is a start on this process and provides readers with the opportunity to pause and reflect on those who have 
sadly died in the past year, many of whom readers will have personally known. This list of 46 deceased covers those whose 
Funeral Masses took place in Ratoath Parish Church in the period Nov 1st 2020 through to October 31st 2021. Thanks to Fr 
Gerry Stuart,  PP of Ratoath Parish for permission to reproduce this list and we will look at ways of adding other deaths that 
have taken place in our parish that did not have a Funeral Mass in Ratoath in 2022.  

Remember Those O Lord
Who in Your Peace Have Died
O May We Share Eternal Day
With Them In Heaven Above.
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DON’T GO HUNGRY - SLIMMING WORLD RATOATH

To lose weight you have to eat less, right? Well, not always.  The kind of food you’re eating is much more important than the 
volume. Swapping high calorie, unsatisfying foods (think chocolate, alcohol, pastries) for foods that are lower in calories and 
more bulky, so they fill you up for longer, is key to losing weight in a way that’s easy to live with. Research shows that by basing 
your diet on foods relatively low in calories, like fruit and veg, and foods that are most filling – or satisfying – like lean meat, 
fish, eggs, pasta and potatoes, you can actually eat a larger amount of food and feel more satisfied while losing weight. 

Some quick and easy changes include using less fat 
when you cook, so you boil or dry fry instead of frying 
in oil, swapping full fat dairy products for low fat or fat 
free, ditching sugary drinks in favour of low calorie 
drinks and adding more fruit and veg to your daily 
meal
Slimming World’s Food Optimising plan takes away the 
tedium of weighing, measuring and counting the 
calories in everything that you eat (and drink). Every 
week in our local group  members learn how to make 
healthier choices to satisfy their appetite and lose 
weight beautifully, without hunger or guilt. 
It’s based on an understanding of the science of 
energy density, an area of research which Slimming 
World has been actively involved in for over 25 years. 
Evidence shows that eating more low energy dense 
foods (foods that are lowest in calories per gram) 
naturally limits energy intake, reduces hunger and 
results in better weight loss.
Ratoath Slimming World is held every Tuesday in The 
Venue with sittings at 5pm and 6pm. Pre Booking is 
essential and can be done by phoning Teresa at 086 
8239995. New members are always welcome. 

St. Olivers CLG would like to wish all our readers 
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year
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RATOATH TIDY TOWNS

Now Offering Online Classes. 
Stay tuned to our Facebook 

page to find out more 
https://www.facebook.com/sin

galing.music

Well done to our hard working Ratoath Tidy Towns who continue to make progress in the National Tidy Towns Competition 2021. 
We have tracked their progress over the past few years and the 2021 Mark is Ratoath’s highest to date at 299 Marks ( 2016 – 274 
Marks, 2018 – 288 Marks, 2019 – 293 Marks). 

The 2021 Adjudication Report makes most interesting reading and highlights the huge number of innovative initiatives 
undertaken by our local voluntary group in 2020 / 2021 through Covid times.

- Your Adjudicator had not heard of any other TidyTowns community appointing a dedicated Covid-19 Response Officer.
- We loved seeing the refurbished water pump, the fact that planters have been upcycled and repurposed, the careful 

tending of the Marian Shrine and the lighting at Christmas
- The work along the Broadmeadow River was highlighted for praise plus various special events that were undertaken in 

conjunction with World Clean-up Day and the national Heritage Week
- The great co-operation of Ratoath Tidy Towns with almost every single sports and community group in Ratoath
- The fact that five separate housing estates in Ratoath received prizes in the Meath Anti-Litter Initiative
- The excellent communication strategy of the committee in sharing its news, the ever increasing integration of support 

with and from local businesses such as Novello and As You Like It and overall the strong sense of place and welcome that 
greet those arriving into Ratoath through the maintenance of the roundabouts entering Ratoath.

As a community, we really all must increase how we support Ratoath Tidy Towns. The next objective must be to surpass the 300 
Marks barrier, restore CE workers to the project as early as possible in 2022 and maximise all of our inputs into the Local Area 
Planning process to help address locations that are having a negative impact on our town. Neighbouring towns are making 
excellent progress with Dunshaughlin scoring 323 marks, Dunboyne 300 marks and Ashbourne 295 marks. At a higher level, much 
longer established Tidy Towns committees in Trim ( 352 marks), Athboy (335 marks) and Enfield (325 marks) continue to win 
awards and maintain the highest of standards. There should be no reason why if enough support is put behind our Tidy Towns 
Group that Ratoath is not up there generating 10% or more higher marks in the coming years and helping to enhance even more 
Ratoath’s reputation as a high quality residential town.

TIDY TOWNS COMPETITION 2021 Maximum Mark Mark Awarded 2021
Community – Your Planning and Involvement 60 41

Streetscape and Public Places 60 40

Green Spaces and Landscaping 60 41

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality 50 30

Sustainability – Doing more with less 50 24

Tidiness and Litter Control  90 48

Residential Streets and Housing Areas 50 41

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes 50 34

TOTAL MARK 470 299
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RATOATH GAA - PROUD OF ITS 2021 ALL-IRELAND MEDAL WINNERS

FACILITY 44.8 %

47.2%

There was a great sense of occasion in the Ratoath GAA Club Grounds as Ratoath club players from all 4 Meath All Ireland 
winning panels this year came together  to display their winning  trophies . As pictured below they posed for photos with girls 
and boys from different juvenile teams hoping to inspire the next generation to similar success for club and county.

2021 has been a remarkably successful year for the Royal County with an unprecedented  All Ireland  championship winning 
teams across all 4 codes . It’s also a unique year for Ratoath with not only representatives on all 4 panels but 3 of the teams 
were captained by players from our parish  - Laura Kelly ( under 16 Camogie) Liam Kelly (Minor Football)- a first for the club, 
and last but not least Cian Kelly (Under 20 Hurling)

Meath got its first piece of silverware in July when the Meath under 16 camogie girls beat Offaly impressively on a 9-13 to 4-12 
score line . Laura Kelly & Lara Lacey flew the flag for Ratoath 

The Meath under 20 hurlers were next to put a trophy in the cabinet with a well earned 2-19 to 0-19 victory over Offaly in 
Newry . Ratoath’s own Jack Lanigan, Brian Moore, Sean Murphy & Cian  Kelly  all played their part in bringing the Richie 
McElligott cup home to Meath . Special mention also to club stalwart, John Brennan who was a  team selector.

Not to be outdone , Ben Fraser, Tomás Corbett, Ronan  Byrne , and Liam Kelly representing Ratoath  .were all prominent in 
helping their county win its 4th Tom Markham cup as All Ireland minor champions, their first since 1992. They beat Tyrone 
1-12 to 1-11 in an exciting game in Croke Park . 

Finally and most spectacularly of all Meath ladies put a stop to Dublin's 5 in a row ambitions with a stunning performance in 
winning 1-11 to 0-12. Ratoath’s own Katie Newe & Saoirse O’Kane  were both part of the winning panel - a marvelous 
achievement by players & management in winning the Brendan Martin Cup for Meath for the first time.

All in all then a memorable year for Ratoath and Meath in the inter county scene and here’s hoping Ratoath GAA can enjoy 
similar success next year at both club and county level.
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In spite of new restrictions, the celebrated international soprano 
Celine Byrne is proceeding with her joyful Christmas show to 
what will be a very lucky, up-close and personal, audience in The 
Venue Theatre Ratoath on Saturday 18th December.
Indeed, with reduced numbers in this cosy theatre, this is a 
unique opportunity to see a world acclaimed artist deliver a full 
concert in an intimate setting.
Celine is internationally recognised as one of opera’s great stars 
and her commitment to follow through and deliver the light of 
the season is a once in a lifetime opportunity to witness a world 
star deliver a select celebratory yuletide performance.
Celine has committed to forge ahead with the full show and 
bring light and joy and wonder, despite the disheartening and 
gloomy recent news and restrictions; and she is to be greatly 
commended for such generosity and determination and for 
bringing the true spirit of Christmas to Ratoath.
Celine gratefully acknowledges that the Venue Theatre is fully 
compliant with Covid public health regulations and is HSE 
inspected.
On the night, Celine will be accompanied by her Festive Trio; 
David Munro (Piano), Siobhan Lynch (Cello) and Nicole Hudson 
(Violin). The night will be joyfully packed with captivating 
Christmas carols and favourites including O Holy Night, as well as 
other much-loved songs such as Nella Fantasia and Edelweiss.
Few tickets remaining. Don’t miss this unique event. See: the 
venueratoath.ie

The Venue Theatre are thrilled to announce that the 
acclaimed Stockton’s Wing are to include Ratoath among 
their very few Irish Tour dates in January 2022. Only four 
Irish concerts will be undertaken to celebrate the release 
of their live album ‘Hometown.’

The line-up for this special acoustic setting performance 
features founding members Mike Hanrahan and Paul 
Roche, who are joined by fiddler extraordinaire Tara 
Breen, Karol Lynch on banjo, and guitarist Paul McSherry.
The Venue Ratoath are excited to have been chosen for 
such a prestigious and select performance, with the 
intimacy and atmosphere of the Venue Theatre alluring 
the celebrated band to choose it.

The acclaimed and eternally popular Stockton’s Wing 
song ‘Beautiful Affair’ was voted into RTE’s top Irish 
songs of all time. Stockton’s Wing are highly respected 
for their innovation, musicianship, and creativity. Their 
sound is unique, steeped in the Clare tradition, and 
forever stretching the boundaries of Irish music.

Concert. Saturday January 22, The Venue Ratoath.  
Tickets can be purchased online at:  thevenueratoath.ie

Stockton’s Wing Announce A Select 
Performance In Ratoath

NOW REGISTERING FOR  2022
Music Tuition in Piano, Guitar, Bass Guitar, Jazz 

Guitar, Ukulele, Electronic Keyboard, Drums, 
Saxophone, Clarinet, Violin, Cello, Vocals and for the 

wee ones Junior Music Course.
Junior and Leaving Cert. Theory.

Gift Vouchers Available

Ratoath School Of Music

Tel: 01 8257322
5/3 The Courtyard, Main St, Ratoath

Email: info@ratoathschoolofmusic.ie
Website:  www.ratoathschoolofmusic.ie

http://venueratoath.ie/
http://thevenueratoath.ie/
mailto:info@ratoathschoolofmusic.ie
http://www.ratoathschoolofmusic.ie
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ACTS COMING TO THE VENUE RATOATH



Page 8

47.2%

DEIRDRE MILLS – NETWATCH MEATH FAMILY CARER OF THE YEAR 2021

Well deserved congratulations to local hero, Deirdre Mills, on her being named 
Netwatch Meath Family Carer of the Year.

Deirdre worked tirelessly in caring for her late dad’s needs, particularly over 
lockdown when her role escalated. She showed great flexibility and resilience in 
ensuring that her father could cocoon at home full-time for as long as possible, 
giving up her time and energy over many years keeping the fires burning and a 
bright, welcoming home for him. Bill Mills, died last February at the great age of 92 
years

Family Carers Ireland, the national charity that gives support to Ireland’s network of 
people with disabilities, their families, carers, and PA’s run the competition each 
year to help in publicising the huge work that they do in all our communities.

The aim of the annual awards is to go beyond the frontline workers that we usually 
hear about and instead shine the spotlight on the remarkable contribution of those 
who give up their work jobs to go the extra mile every day in caring for loved ones with additional needs. More than 500,000 
people in Ireland provide free of charge care in the home for children or adults with physical or intellectual disabilities, frail 
older people, those with palliative care needs or those living with chronic illnesses, mental ill-health, or addiction.

These  hours of care provided each week by family carers would cost the state €20 billion a year to replace. The COVID-19 
pandemic has been a challenging period for all angles of business and society but especially for family carers and those they 
care for who saw essential services and supports impacted massively. The withdrawal of supports such as care from the home, 
respite care, personal assistance hours and residential care during lockdown forced many to care for their loved ones alone. 
When Ireland went through three lockdowns, family carers stepped up a gear in support of their loved ones. “Now more than 
ever, family carers deserve to be recognised for their enormous contribution to our society,” Louth Meath Carer Supports 
Manager Páraic McGahey said. “Their commitment to care for their loved ones at home, particularly during the COVID-19 
crisis, has been remarkable and something has to give to their physical, emotional, mental, and financial wellbeing. These 
awards are about acknowledging all of Ireland’s 500,000 family carers and shining a light on the immense work that they do, 
often with little or no help at all from the State. Their essential contribution to our national healthcare system needs to be 
properly acknowledged and maintained,” Mr McGahey concluded. “This is our third year in partnership with Family Carers 
Ireland, and yet again we are blown away by the level of sacrifice, care and commitment shown by every carer,” Colin Hayes, 
Netwatch Head of Business, Ireland & UK said. “It’s an honour to be part of this and hope that our involvement can help in 
highlighting this charity and support the needs of its members, abled or disabled.”

NOTE   This article has been written by Oisin McCourt, a student Journalist in Dunboyne College of Further Education and 
our intention is to provide continuing opportunities for local students to gain valuable experience in writing on subjects of 
interest and relevance to our readers.

Bill Mills
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IN AID OF LITTLE TOMMY TUCKER ( TOMMY GRANT - MANNERING)

On Friday December 17th Ratoath College’s Superhero TY 
students will be doing a 5km walk around Ratoath from 
9am-10am and two of their real life Superheroes will be in 
Supervalu from 10am-4pm selling their ‘Candy Canes of Kindness’ 
for Tommy on Friday 17th also. All money raised from these 
school activities will go to Tommy’s Family and donations can be 
made at any time to Ratoath College or donations can be made on 
the morning of the walk on Friday 17th of December at Ratoath 
College

Ratoath Harps are looking to play a 
friendly 7 aside blitz under 8,s 9,s 
10,s ,11,s,12s 13s welcome in aid of 
young Tommy who is currently in 
Crumlin hospital with Leukemia , 
Tommy is 3 years old and needs all 
the support he can get . Blitz to take 
place on Dec 18th from 10am to 
2pm  on the main all-weather. Entry 
for players is €10 and any donations 
on the day are welcome. The club 
will be donating all the money raised 
from the ticket shop on the day as 
well as a fee for all players. The aim 
is to raise as much funding as 
possible, all ideas welcome . 

HAPPY DAYS in the Community 
Centre, would also like to thank 
teacher Sarah & teacher Jordan for 
helping raise funds by face painting, 
and everyone who donated and 
bought KINDNESS CHOCOLATE BARS 
raising a further  €1,165 for this great 
cause over the past month. 
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Caulstown Christmas Tree Farm has been growing trees for over 30 years, while offering a variety of fun and interesting 
adventures for families to go on! From trying out Santa's sleigh to meeting our wonderful family of Alpacas- Annie, Alice and 
Bridie! This year they  have really enhanced their facilities with some new additions to the farm with Dinky the Donkey and 
Curley and Wurley their Sheep! 

Caulstown Christmas Tree Farm prides itself on providing an authentically Christmas experience to all those who visit the farm. 
They believe in the magic of Christmas and want everybody who visits to feel how special the farm is and really experience 
Christmas with their loved ones. Taking the time together to pick  your Christmas tree is where where real Family Traditions are 
made. It is truly lovely to see families enjoying time together and sharing in the fun of Christmas! 

The Caulstown team can help you pick out the first Christmas Tree and also help with Christmas Stands and advice on how to 
look after your freshly cut Christmas Tree. Go on and treat your family to a fun experience. They are only a 5 minute drive from 
Ratoath off the Fairyhouse Road.

We look forward to welcoming you the Christmas Tree Farm this year! 

RATOATH NEWS & VIEWS 
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CAULSTOWN CHRISTMAS TREE FARM
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RATOATH NOTICE BOARD

COVID INCIDENCE RATE IN RATOATH

Every 2 weeks, the Central Statistics Office publish so-called Covid 14 incident Rates for all 166 Irish Local Electoral Areas based 
on information provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE), the Health Protection Surveillance Centre ( HPSC), the CSO itself 
and Gov.ie. 

Ratoath forms approx. one third of the population of the Ratoath Electoral Area which also includes Dunboyne, Dunshaughlin 
and outlying areas between the 3 main towns.

For the 14 day period ending November 29th 2021, the Ratoath Electoral Area had an incident rate of 1719.8 per 100,000 which 
was a significant 30% greater than the national average and amongst the top 10% of incident rates in the country.

It equates to roughly 200 people having been diagnosed with Covid in Ratoath itself over these 2 weeks. 

St Oliver’s Community Centre CLG are pleased to announce that from December 7th 2021, it has taken on the responsibility of 
administering the local Ratoath Notice Board. 

Local resident Gillian Kiely started Ratoath Notice Board over 9 years ago and has grown it,  with her time and immense 
commitment, to what we know today - that of being a great asset and resource for our town and community, and a trusted go-to 
reference, keeping us all informed and connected, which has helped so many over the years in a variety of different ways! If you 
are not already a member of Ratoath Notice Board, make sure to join on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ratoathnoticeboard

We wish to thank Gillian for the great community service she has done over these past 9 years and also to acknowledge the 
contribution of her past fellow moderators Marion, Natasha, Conor and Kate.

Sundays at 8pm.
Ratoath Venue Theatre 

Please be advised there will be no bingo 
on December 26th & January 2nd. 
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  ST OLIVER’S COMMUNITY CENTRE AGM

Copyright 2021. Ratoath Community Centre

The St Oliver’s Community Centre CLG 2021 AGM took place in the Venue Theatre on Wednesday November 12th. Members heard 
Chairman Tom O’Connor describe 2020 as a most difficult and unprecedented year for SOCC with turnover reduced  by 41% owing to 
Covid restrictions, a small €10,000 operating surplus being achieved before depreciation and overall a net loss for 2020 of €49,000. 
Thankfully through measures taken in 2020/1 much of that loss will have been recovered in 2021 despite the continuing restrictions 
and so SOCC will enter 2022 in good financial shape and with a very active and expanded community programme in place. Tom 
proceeded to outline the new CE Scheme that will ultimately bring 25 new jobs to Ratoath in 2022 and the direct and indirect 
employment that is generated by SOCC activities as well as the plans to further expand and facilitate the number of voluntary groups 
using the facilities available. 

The AGM elected four new Members – Liz Rigby, Eileen Kavanagh, Michael Lysaght and Ursula Ryan and the latter was also 
appointed a director. 

The main theme of the AGM was looking at what needs to be done over the next two to three years to put in place plans that will 
enable SOCC to best meet the community needs of Ratoath residents through the 2030’s. 

A positive discussion on this theme followed and was chaired by Avril McCarthy on the future direction of the organisation. Members 
were particularly keen for SOCC to become even more heavily involved in keeping the community of Ratoath informed about 
ongoing developments in Ratoath. Speakers quoted numerous incidents where locals were expressing surprise for instance at new 
planning applications when in many cases they had already been covered in the community newsletter or on social media but this 
coverage had failed to register with them. Leo Cummins outlined plans to create a Community Information focus in the Venue 
Reception Area including facilitating the display of Public Notices by Meath County Council. He also indicated that a mooted 
Playground to be sited on SOCC’s Community Sports Campus was not going to proceed as Meath County Council had advised that 
they would be insisting on a 0-12 years Playground whereas SOCC viewed the available space as only being suitable for 0 – 6 years. 
As a result, SOCC were reviewing its plans for the proposed Community Sports & Physical Activity Hub Building in Jamestown and it 
was hoped to lodge a planning application in early 2022. This building would totally complete the development of the multi-sports 
campus and would be the new home for Ratoath Golden Gloves Boxing Club

Discussions followed on how SOCC could increase its buildings capacity on the Main Street site as well as a general discussion on the 
likely continuing growth of Ratoath and the upcoming Local Area Plan. It was agreed to establish a Members Committee to examine 
Town Planning 2022-2030 and that this Committee might also come back with proposals on meeting SOCC’s future capacity needs.


